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7HQRU��±��6LQJLQJ�7HDFKHU�
 

7KLHUU\�'UDQ begins his musical studies with the academy of music of Bordeaux in 1977 with 
his parents André Dran and Monique De Pondeau them self singers, professor of singing and of scene. 
After one year in Bordeaux he enters in the opera’s school of Paris and remains there for 4 years in the 
class of Michel Sénéchal. During his last year of study he sings the part of (UQHVWR in 'RQ�3DVTXDOH�
(Donizetti) and the part of 3DULV�in /D�%HOOH�+pOqQH�(Offenbach) at Nantes’s opera 
 
His professional career begins on 1983 with an invitation of Louis and Gino Quilico�as to take part in 
the festival of Parry Sound in Canada for several concerts. He starts also on the French scenes taking 
part in productions as 9LQFHQW�in 0LUHLOOH�(Gounod), 7RLQHW�in /H�&KHPLQHDX�(Leroux), the principal 
part of )RUWXQLR (Messager), 1DGLU in� /HV� 3rFKHXUV� GH� 3HUOHV� (Bizet), 3LTXLOOR in /D� 3pULFKROH�
(Offenbach) as well as the ,WDOLDQ� 6LQJHU� in part of &DSULFFLR� conducted by Ferdinand Leitner� for 
Radio-France. Furthermore, he sings /H�5pFLWDQW� in the 9LRO�GH�/XFUqFH� (Britten) in Albi’s� festival 
before being -HDQ�in /H�-RQJOHXU�GH�1RWUH�'DPH (Massenet) in Bordeaux. 
 
During the 1984-85 season he is engaged by the Berlioz’s festival in Lyon in the part of %HQHGLFW�in 
%pDWULFH�HW�%HQHGLFW�(Berlioz) and in the same time in the Champs-Elysées’s theater�in /D�3pULFKROH�
(Offenbach)�in the part of 3LTXLOOR�with Gabriel Bacquier��then he is conducted by Christof Perick in 
(OHNWUD (R. Strauss). He takes part this same year in several concerts (/H�5HTXLHP�of Mozart, -HDQQH�
DX�%�FKHU�of Honegger, /D�&UpDWLRQ�of Haydn) conducted by Marc Soustrot, Serge Baudo and Jean-
Claude Casadessus. He is -XDQLWR in $QGDORXVLH�(Lopez) at Nancy’s opera. He is also 3ULQFH�6DSKLU�
in %DUEH�%OHXH�(Offenbach) in Genève’s opera. 
 
During the 1985-86 season, he starts out at foreign with the Glyndebourne’s�festival in two works of 
Ravel, *RQ]DOYH in /¶+HXUH�(VSDJQROH, and the three parts of tenor (/D�7KpLqUH,�/H�3HWLW�9LHLOODUG�
and /D�5DLQHWWH)�in /¶(QIDQW�HW�OHV�6RUWLOqJHV.�He sings again /¶+HXUH�(VSDJQROH (Ravel) in Paris’s 
opera and then sings 0D]DO�in /H�YR\DJH�GH�0U�%URXFHN�(Janacek) and the part of )HQWRQ�in )DOVWDII�
(Verdi) in Lyon’s opera. At Evian’s festival, he takes part of the creation of 3DVVHSRUW�SRXU�3DULV 
(Isabelle Aboulker) conducted by Mistlav Rostropovitch. He sings /LQGRUR in /¶,WDOLHQQH� j�$OJHU�
(Rossini) during a tour around Paris. 
 
During the 1987-88 season, he sings in Paris’s opera in the part of 'RQ�2WWDYLR� of 'RQ�*LRYDQQL�
(Mozart). He is also /H� &RPWH� $OPDYLYD� in /H� %DUELHU� GH� 6pYLOOH� (Rossini)� in Liège’s opera 
(Belgium) and at the opera of Amsterdam (Nederland). He is also invited again at Glyndebourne’s�
festival for /¶+HXUH�(VSDJQROH�and /¶(QIDQW�HW�OHV�6RUWLOqJHV�which are recording by the BBC. 
 
In 1988-89, he sings &DVVLR in 2WHOOR�(Verdi)�with Nantes’s opera, $ULVWpH�and 3OXWRQ in 2USKpH�DX[�
(QIHUV� (Offenbach)� at� Paris’s opera. He takes the part of 0HORW� in 7ULVWDQ� HW� ,VHXOW� (Wagner)�
conducted by Daniel Baremboïm in concert with the Paris’s orchestra in Pleyel Hall. He sings also the 
part of 'RQ�2WWDYLR� in 'RQ�*LRYDQQL�(Mozart) in Tours and Avignon and also /¶+HXUH�(VSDJQROH�
(Ravel) and the part of 0DvWUH� 3LHUUH� in /H�5HWDEOH� GH�0DvWUH� 3LHUUH� (De Faya)� at Amsterdam’s 
opera. He sings several concerts of IXth symphony of Beethoven conducted by Alain Lombard. He 
creates in world creation the part of &ROLQ in�/¶(FXPH�GHV�-RXUV� (Denisof) at l’Opéra Comique of 
Paris. He is 7KH�'XF�RI�0DQWRXH�in /HV�%ULJDQGV�(Offenbach) at Genève’s opera. 
 
 



During the season 1989-90, Thierry Dran sings 'RQ�5DPLUR in the &HQHUHQWROD (Rossini) in Metz’ s 
theater and the principal part in $OEHUW�+HUULQJ (Britten) in Nancy, $ULVWpH�and 3OXWRQ�in�2USKpH�DX[�
(QIHUV�(Offenbach), *RQ]DOYH�in /¶+HXUH�(VSDJQROH�(Ravel) at the opera comique of Paris. 
�
Thierry Dran has been invited several times in Unite State in New York (Carnegie Hall) for /¶(QIDQW�
HW�OHV�6RUWLOqJHV�(Ravel)�and for the same opera at Philadelphia conducted by Charles Dutoit. 
 
During the 1990-91 season, Thierry Dran performs in /H�&RPWH�$OPDYLYD� in /H�%DUELHU�GH�6pYLOOH�
(Rossini) in Metz, $OEHUW�+HUULQJ�in Tours, %HQRvW in /H�5RL�O¶D�'LW�(Delibes)�in Nantes with Nathalie 
Dessay. 
 
During the 1991-92 season Thierry Dran sings in Bordeaux the three part of  /¶HQIDQW�HW�OHV�6RUWLOqJHV�
(Ravel)��&DVVLR�in�2WHOOR�and�*DLOODUGLQ�in /D�&KDXYH�6RXULV�(J.Strauss). He sings 5RGULJXH]�in 'RQ�
4XLFKRWWH� (Massenet) in Capitole of Toulouse and /HRSROG� in /HV�9DOVHV�GH�9LHQQH� in Marseille’ s 
opera. 
 
Continue doing his soloist career, he starts teaching the song. He trains the young singer of pop Vincent 
Niclot. 
 
During the 1998-05 season he has participed at the production of /D�&KDXYH�6RXULV� (J.Strauss) in 
Rouen, la 0DLVRQ�GHV�0RUWV�(Janacek)�in Le Mans, /D�'DPH�GH�3LTXH�(Tchaikoovsky)��'RQ�&DUORV�
(Verdi), /HV�-R\HXVHV�&RPPqUHV�GH�:LQGVRU� (Nicolaï), /XFLD�GL�/DPPHUPRRU�(Donizetti)�at the 
operas of Nantes and Angers. 
 
 
Shows Organization: 
 

• &DUPLQD�%XUDQD (1993): 
These three concerts assemble three international soloists, 450 chorus coming from the 
European Community and the Orchestra of Lithuania conducted by Hugues Reiner. These three 
concerts were playing in front of 10 000 people during two evenings at The International Fair of 
Bordeaux. A last performance was done in the Zenith of Pau. 

 
• /H�3HWLW�3ULQFH (1994):  

This musical and vocal show was especially composed for The International Fair of Bordeaux 
and the production was done by the superintendent of the fair Bernard Ginestet and Thierry 
Dran for the event of the new Saint-Exupery banknote. Was on stage 9 internationals soloists 
and Mrs. Elianes Lavail’ s chorus. She also conducting this performance in front of 10 000 
people during two evenings. The musical score was wrote by Gilles Anthony Thuillier. 

 
After the success of this two productions, The International Fair of Bordeaux was bring up first 
European Fair. 
 

• $PRXU��0RUW�HW�&KROHVWpURO (1996-97): 
He organizes with 4 soloists an humoristic lyric show at Theater of Agen for $JHQ &XOWXUH with 
the Association Cigognac. 

 
• 9RL[�1RXYHOOHV (1998): 

At the initiative of Thierry Fouquet, director of the *UDQG�7KpkWUH of Bordeaux, Thierry Dran 
organizes for the Aquitain region the selections to the national competition of  new voices with 
the center of song formation. 



Discography: 
 

• 3DGPDYDWL (A. Roussel), role of 9HLOOHXU �
conducted by M. Plasson (EMI – 1983).�

• )UD�'LDYROR (D. F. E. Auber), role of /RUHQ]R��with Nicolaï Gedda 
conducted by M. Soustrot (EMI – 1984). 

• 5RPpR�HW�-XOLHWWH (C. Gounod), role of $QJpOR�
conducted by M. Plasson (EMI Classics – 1984).�

• 6\PSKRQLH�1��� (J. G. Ropartz)  
conducted by M. Plasson (EMI – 1985). 

• /H�5RL�$UWKXV�(E. Chausson), role of one /DERXUHXU 
conducted by A. Jordan (ERATO – 1987). 

• )RUWXQLR�(A. Messager), the title role 
conducted by J. E. Gardiner (ERATO – 1988). 

• /HV�&RQWHV�G¶+RIIPDQQ�(J. Offenbach), role of 1DWKDQDHO 
conducted by S. Cambreling (EMI Classics – 1988). 

• /HV�%ULJDQGV�(J. Offenbach), role of the 'XF�GH�0DQWRXH 
conducted by J. E. Gardiner (EMI – 1989). 

 
 
Teaching: 
 
The chance and the circumstances of life make me discover teaching. I realized teaching song is 
connected to a relay race, a passage of witness. I received from my elder teaching which request an 
incalculable number of sensory provisions that require beyond the genetic experience, an introspection 
and observation of every moments. 
My work consist of awaking the person, of course if the person wants really give itself, the emotional 
potential of all being which is usually censured, and adapting this, to discover, the real physical 
emotion of breathing and of the voice. 
This attempt at the technical explanation, obviously to short, should not make forget the essential, the 
pleasure of hearing and making hear this voice, but the spirit support of this pleasure is the desire. 
Nobody doesn’ t sing without desire and nobody either can create at the others desire. It’ s an imperious 
desire which one day can come in you at any time. I am only the witness of the richness of feelings 
which a voice transmits when it’ s well issue and sincere. I get the intuition this vibrations are known by 
everybody. 
 
I am convinced that in the future we will more clearly understood the capacities of exchange and voice 
transmission.�
 
The best way for future singers of perfecting their voice remains for me the scene. That why I organize 
each year an academy of summer, during this period every night they go to sing in front of an audience 
which is the continuity of the day’ s master class. The technical training of the Cap Ferret during the 
summer 2004 is the last experience of Holidays / works / concerts that I wish to reproduce as often as 
possible. 


